Can Mrs Jc:hnny Depp 1eall) be

as perfect as she seems?,

X [ Ty

|

|

1

|

|

|

1' ™

| Marilyn Monroe

Revealed: the lost

] photographs and letters
Mother 1, anorexia ()

L Une woman's ight to save

| the life of her daughter

_ Surreal or what?

1 Inside Fornasetti'’s home

|

|

' Keep ‘em keen,

. PP T treat "emi to terrine




52 wmella

INTERIORS

The son of the artist and
designer Piero Fornasetti
has turned the family home
into a living museum of his
father's work, crazy trompe-1'ceil
cloud murals and all.
But the effect, writes
AMNGELINA VILLA-CLAREKE,
is anything but

dull or gloomy
urreal
1 e

ere

From the ousside Bamaba Formassni's wrm-ol-
the-cenniry villa in the elegant Cirth Soadi ansa
of MElan bookes like a fypically affluent Ialian
home. You might imagine discreet modern sofas,
carefully closen lamps and a sheek wood kitchen.
But what would the neighbours say i they could
see inside’? For heme lives a man with buterflies all
et hls kitchen floor, table and walls, a bedroom
lined in black and white clouds and a bathroom
with a beckoning arm for a floor; a man, in shadt,
whose whaole house js a homage to the surreal.
The Fornasect name fest became famous in the
1g50% when the work of Bamaba's father, Piers, an
artist and designer, became hugely popular, Pler
had been ot ant welaond with the swrrealist artist
Giargio de Chirleo and the architect Gie Pant,
and made his mark by s use of surreal iImageny
on ordinary househald items. But come the
minlmakist iggos, his over-the-top style and

decoratve motifs were unfashionable and i s
ondy recenily, thanks to Barmaba, that they are o0
the design radar again. Along with the striking
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INTERIORS

‘I wanted it to be a
dreamscape, where you
eSCAPE CONSCIOUSNEess.
If you sleep here [ want
you to go on a journey’

Fomascttl wallpaper, now lieemsed 1o Cobe & Son,
the Themes and Variations collection of ceramic
plates are perhaps the most famous. Created in
i, the 350 different designs fsanure close-ups
of the face of the opera singer Lina Covalien

A:mstgjmml: lncks as though the house

has rernained untouched since the 19808, although

it turmd out that Bamaba has worked on many

ol its room dinee ldng it and the business

over 20 years ago. Despite his changes it remains

[purposely ] a museun mainty to his fathers

work, with Formaseni creadons everywhere.
Bamaba and his artists work n the upstairs

stucio with fis huge wall mural, an adaption of the

Meditermanea wallpaper, which has a large stylised

sun that beams over the mountains of papers and

old family furnitore. But a room especially deas
o hig heart is the newly decorated guest msom,
ance his parents’ bsdreom, which is papersd in
an unforgenable Fornasett black and white cloud
wallpaper, with the remainder painted a deep
roryad blue. ‘1 wanted this roam to be a dreamscaps
wheere you can escape [rom your Consciousness,
liyou sleep here [wamt you (o go on & joarmey,
Though one does womsder wihether, with so masch
o book at, his guests manage 1o get masch skeep,
Festing on the oak pasquet floor are vintage
Fomasettd pheces - such as the 1953 Palladiana
and Architetnura chests of drawers - and above
the antique brass bed, which is dressed in an old
family lace bedspread, is a framed collection of
Sardinian wedding breads, also resembling lace

[ like details and for cach roaem 10 have a narmate,

& sense of continudny, 3333 Barnaba, And there is.
Each room has les own identity and even colour -
this ome blue, the living-room green, the kitchen
witlee. Inonae red Bedroom even the books ane
scadlet. having been picked out o maich the walls,
Wander downstairs, via a crazy corridor Hned
with cupboands covered in a tropdcal-hued tromgpss
I'teeil o bimels, aned scroes @ tevertine foor in
shades of pink, and you'll nd the hub, and
pechaps the highlight, of the house - the all-white,
harerily kicchen. It's an incredible space and
coubdn't be mone different to the rest of the villa,
It's a wonderfully airy room flled with tighs and
opening out 1o the garden. Butit's the delicate
burterflies adoming the floor tiles, cabinets and
19504 Formasettd Abelier table and chakrs that are so
unusual, The décor is made all the more siriking,

meore masculine even, as the bespokes ;H‘-ugl
is undberkaid with = Wi Froamn lralian
hroadshests. It innk Barnnba six years to complets
{thie space was once A porch on the side of the
house ) aned he wanted the kichen to have a fresh,
ouidoorsy feeling, albeft with a Fomasem rwk
iConcoebe stairs lead wp o the ook-Haed
liwing-room. its walls a vibeant, mossy gresn,
whiere two oversized, vincage white leather
chesterfields surmound a monochrome Pavimento
rug by Pornasetd for Boubind and where the
architectural-print shades on1sros wooden
column lumps cast o soft glow,

[t Is an eccentric and exciting home, ane in
witibch you could lose yourself for hours. Barmaba
has made it his owmn, desplie his ther’s stong
personality embedded in ies fabric, &
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