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Stella’s room:

Keep out!

INTERVIEYY BY THEA SLOTOVER
PHOTOGRAFPHY BY CLEMEMCY JOMNES

Stella and | first mot when we starfed of the same secondary school four years
oge, but we anly really got 1o know each other during aur third year. She lives
in Kentish Town, Neorth London, in a beaufiful Viclorion building mode up
mainly of open-plan spoces ond heavy-beamed ceilings which hint ot its light
industrial past. | have alwoys loved the architecture of the house, but that was
not the reason | decided fo interview Stella about her room. My decision was
based on the unique and opparently unconscious sense of style thal she brings
to every atpect of her life, nof leost the decoration of her own spoce,

| know you hod o mesiive ream moke-ower
o touple of years ogo when you wers 13, IF1
had ra-done iy reem whon | wos 13, | would
hove wanled ko be in camplete contral ol the
decorating. Wers you the main peron in degid-
wig hew yaur rogom looked, or nolf?

Well, | think my parents hod o kind of on idea
af who! they worled the main reithure of
the room o look like. They waorled the bag
windews and the big modem floars ond stuff,
bant... | wos ollowed fo cheowe, ke, the all ke
hirriituie and vwallpoper ond | wos allowed fo
charie where | wanled sverything pul.

Haw gid you choose all fhe furniture? You've
gol that chair and I'm oweming its guite old.
That was found in & 6 | tkink, end, we re-
cowarsd if, (bougha) Yeoh. .. we find a ol of el
at the iip actuelly, There's some furnifure in the
Eivirneg reoem fram tha tip.

Daed your rgom leel very separale o the resl
of the house?
Mo nat of all. Well, if kind of I3 becousa 51"
vary me, my reom, ond the resd of the house
is just quile...

Family?

Yeah, W's guite similor fo ihe other reoms. 1%
jush s 5 very much my style, which is quise
different 1o my porent™i beceuie Fheirs is big
ond simplistic, ond like, | like linle kilehy
thirsga, But | find it quite difficult 1o find ploces
o put them, because when I st gol the room
1 waos like | don't woni ary shelves of all, and
then dlawly | begon o reclise | couldr'l just
hide sverything in my cupboond, ol just didn's
woork, 5o | ended up howing leady af thelves.
The wandawsills aren’t supposed fo be shakaes
b they've kind ol turned into shelves becouse
I can’t find anywhere slee o pud thingal

£a, logl Bime | was in your room | sow those
records, ond | wondered, how did you gel
tharm, ond whot's the story behind tham®
Well, my mum hot crotes of recosnds, ke, the
builders hod 1a pul tham in a box and fhay
couldn’t actuclly corry them down the slairs
thay ware 10 haovy.

Bt | ook & couple of tham, and we did uzed 1o
hove o recond ployer, b B broke, My mum and
I weed io lizten to Fhem fogeiher on the player
wrihen my houie wawn'i done, | kind of like the
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records becouse you ge! all the trocks thot aren’t
on ITunes. | wanied all the other records in hare
but | couldn't find o ploce to put them, becouse
apparently if | put them up there [on top of the
wardrobe) the wardrobe would give way.

Do you listen o music in your room now?

| howve IPed playing system but | mostly listen to it
on my IPod. | like it o be my own personal play-
ing. | like it when it's going literally straight inte
my head. When it's being ployed on o sound
system you don't toke it in as much.

So, your mum and dod are both arlists, they
both wark downstairs out of studios, Do you like
the close proximity or do you ever wish you had
mare space from them?

| don’t know. It"s a bit like,
well it's good having them
here all the time, but it's
nol good having them here
all the time. But | always
get really worried, be-
couse my dod works with
big chunks of metal, that
they're going to fall on him
er something. | con octu-
ally hear everything thot's
going on downstairs, ond
it gets a bit nerve-racking
somaefimes becouse | can
hear these big chunks of
maetal falling everywhere.

Oh my god, thot sounds
really scary! 5o lost week,
you had a big house party
ond you refused fo let people in your room.
Why was that?

Because | didn't want them touching my stuff,
ond becouse | didn’t want them to steal!

Do people steal?

Yeah, give ‘em a little bit of alcohal and they'll
take anything that lakes their fancy! It's jus! losl
fima there was a party here, someone fried to
take my jocket. Also I've just re-done my room,
and | care about the rest of the house, bul the
rest of the house is less easily domaoged. | have
just so many little things that are special to me
and I'm quite senfimental so | just didn't want
everything to be nicked. People steol litile things
like my jewelory ond perfume. | think they think
it doesn’'t matter becauvse they're litfle things,
but it mottors.

It matters more than the big things.
Exoctly. Bul | don't think anyone’s gonna walk
out with o sewing machine ond o loptop!

What do you do in your reom? How much time
do you spend in here doing stuff?

Wall, usually it gets quile messy so | do most of
my work outside (the room). Yeah, | do quite o
lot of sewing in here and | do a lot of drawing
and stuff and | sleep ond read... | relox in here.
But | probobly don’t spend most of my time here
because | can’t get Internel connection in here,
which is quite impariani,

Thot's true. | use the Internet so much in my
room it"s terrible. Part of my relaxing thing is
going on Infernel.

Me too. | watch Ugly Belty
- | den"t know if you con
say that, | think it might be
illegal,

What abeut your colloges,
do you make them grodu-
ally or just...

With thaot, it wosn't meant
o be a colloge at first. Al
first | just wonted to fill it
up, so | just cut up mogo-
zine photos ond stuff, and
just blocked everything on.
Then slowly | put all the
clutter from my desk that |
didn't want to throw aoway
on it, and eventually it end-
ed up looking quite nice. 5o
now | just pin everything on
top of everything. I'm sure when | start to undo
it I'll find lots of hidden stuff behind.

Literally every single feenoger | know has o
cellage in their reom, but your one is the most
interesting I've sgon... You look of it and you
can tell wheo your life-long friends are, It also
tells the story of your life in a way.

Yeah, it sort of goes in steps of my life. There
ore o lot of childhood photos. Yeah, it's true
about the friendships, but there are some peo-
ple up there I'm not really friends with but | like
to hove memaories of being with them. | have
quite a lol of pictures like that up there.

| have also stuck pins in a couple of people’s
faces. (Thea laughs) But that wosn't meant ma-
liciously or anything. | just wos angry. | didn’t
want them to hove a pin in their foce!
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You have lots of posters, do you have idels?

I don't really have idols. There are people who
| odmire, like...my mum? The moin reason 've
got them up is thot they just look good. That
one [of Kitchener] wos free in The Guardion!
| think its quite cool how he's always peinting
at me when I'm on my bed.

I don't know many people who'd put that up
in their room, I'd be to scored fo.

Oh neo, | really like it! Also, ‘cause | have the
big baseball hand, peinting at the same fime,
[that says) Go Stellal (loughs).

What about your dog?
I've always had thot dog, in every room I've
hod I've had that dog.

| doesn’t seem like it wos
ploced there, it just is. You
con’l imagine it not being
thera.

Exacily, | just love it. My
mum’s made quite a lot of
dogs. | used to have o lit-
tler dog, bul my mum sold
that one, | think. The dog
hasn't got a name. Itz like
the Auvdrey Hepburn cat in
Breakfast ot Tiffany’s, its
just dog!

Do you let your brothers in
your room?

I dont like hoving my
brothers in my reom... My
brother Larry, who's 7, comes in sometimes, he
likes to mess it up. Frank who's 13 doesn’l like
coming in my room. It's foo scary, it's a girls
room! His room stinks.

You have aon enormous wordrobe,

Yeah, although it gets loo crowded. | don't
wanl lo throw oway clothes, becouse I've de-
cided that I'm gonno keep my clothes forever.
I've got a lot of my mum’s clothes octually, and
that's kind of whot mode me not want 1o throw
away my clothes. Obviously I'm not going to
keep them if | have children, but | dunne, I'd
want lo!

Well, | think obout thot sometimes.
Me too. I'd want fo vacuum press everything
ond give le my mum lo look after fill later!

Whot about all your teddies on your shelf?
Have they always been up there, or have they
been banished?

Mow | don’t know what 1o do with them be-
cause | don’t wont to pul them up there because
I do like them, but | also feel really immature
and | kind of want to get rid of them.

It's a feature of every 14-15 year olds’ room,
well maybe not so much boys’ rooms, but every
14-15 year old girl hos teddies like, hidden!

Yeoh, it's funny. It's that stege were you re-
ally don’t wont to get rid of them still because
they're like your liftle cling en to childhood
things... but you don’t wan! them in your reom!
| don‘t know what 1o do, because occasionally
I like having them there. |
don’t want lo throw away
all my Beonie Babies. | had
o massive Beanie Baby col-
lection. | hod about 30, I've
eul it down o about 15, My
favourite one woas a litile
bat, she wos called Batty.
And she was pink, and |
wos gonna bring her into
school and show her off,
and then | lost her on the
way to school, and | spent
the whole moming with my
dod, just running back and
forth like in tears, going,
“Whaere's Battthyyyy?"...

Your jewelery is also very
infriguing, | like the way
you've hung it up to decorate your wall.

It's also because | used fo make, like, o reol
mass of my jewelery because | hod, like, o jew-
elery box ond it'd all gel tangled. It's quite o
lot more proctical like that,

If you hod te choose between the perfume
and the jewelery or the teddies, which would
it be?

You know, | might hove to keep the teddies.

Really?
It's just could never throw them away, nol yo!

anyway.
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